THE SPEECH TO CONGRESS

THE PRIME MINISTER'S ADDRESS TO THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE

OF REPRESENTATIVES IN THE SENATE CHAMBER AT WASHINGTON,

AND BROADCAST TO THE WORLD

DECEMBER 26, 1941

December 25.    British garrison in Hong Kong surrendered after
seven days* struggle.

It was revealed that General Wavell bad visited
Chungking to discuss Far East strategy with General
Chiang Kai-Shek.

December 26.    Mr. Churchill delivered a speech to both Houses of
Congress in Washington.

Action of Free French forces in taking over the
Vichy islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, off New-
foundland, met with strong objections in America.

Lt.-Gen. Sir Henry Pownall appointed Commander-
in-Chief in the Far East in place of Air Chief Marshal
Sir Robert Brooke-Popham.

[December 26, 1941.
I FEEL greatly honoured that you should have invited me to
enter the United States Senate Chamber and address the repre-
sentatives of both branches of Congress. The fact that my American
forebears have for so many generations played their part in the life
of the United States, and that here I am, an Englishman, welcomed
in your midst, makes this experience one of the most moving and
thrilling in my life, which is already long and has not been entirely
uneventful. I wish indeed that my mother, whose memory I
cherish across the vale of years, could have been here to see. ^ By
the way, I cannot help reflecting that if my father had been American
and my mother British, instead of the other way round, I might have
got here on my own. In that case, this would not have been the
first time you would have heard my voice. In that case I should
not have needed any invitation, but if I had, it is hardly likely it
would have been unanimous. So perhaps things are better as they
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